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PERFORMERS’ Tm}mo Famxly members are ‘Orie,’ foreground, Eva Nuanez, left background Filbert, Lorenzo, Lorencito and Mehssa Chavez.

The priéSt _asked the bride and
‘groom to say

If they wanted to be married,

And all the people in the church
heard them

When they both said Yes."

By Richard Johnson
Denver Post Staff Wmer

niece, Melissa Chavez) to 72 (his aunt,
Eva Nuanez), the sis-member metro-Den
ver group is one of only a few in New
Mezxico and Colorado dedicated tothe
preservation of Hispanic music and dance
as practxced since Spanish conquistadors.-
arrived in New Mex1co in the 16th centu~

songs enrich their lives by connectmg
them fo their ancestors. ,
Marie Oralia “Orie” Trnjxllo Lorenzo s

er and the group’s primary dancer.
er New Mexman hentage to 1530

‘ P
moved m%b joy for/the bnde and groom,
but they also feel deep emotions in cele-
~ brating an ancxént tradition, which the
-song represen
“Entriega de Ios Novms” (“Presenta-
tion of the'Bride and Groom”) consists of
many verses, rigidly structured.
~ The song has its origins in medieval
Spam and has been passed on for centu-

tate broker who counts Juan Navarro
- among his forebears.
- Navarro served on the commission to
make New Mexico a state and repre&ent~
ed the Mora district in the state s fll‘St

 ries through an oral tradition in the vﬂlages of northem‘ . . e e . senfate
‘New Mexico and southern Colorado. =~ I—Il C famll - Both Filbert (“Phil”’) and Orie, as she hkes to be called
Even the spelling — entriega — is Old Spamsh, added ! are choir members at Denver s St. Cajetan Roman Cathohc
 Trujillo. The modern spelling is enfrega. o Church. .
Trujillo, 41, is musical director of the Trujillo Family to kee Orie, however, is best known as a dance teacher and
Southwest Folk Musicians and Dancers. The Entriegais one - some of her students are training c!nldren in the centuries--

old folk art.

Old SOIlgS ahve Eva, Fﬂbert’s sister, learned the vmlm at 13, while | grow-

Please see TRUJILLO on 4E

~ ‘,of lmndreds of ancient Hispanic songs the fatmly is preserv—
ing.
Rangmg in age from 1 3 (’l‘mpllo s son, Lorenmto anﬂ




Trujillo sang old

O

to learn his Spanish

TRUJILLO from Page 1E

ing up in north Denver. She also
became an accomplished singer,
and it is she who sings the Enirie-
ga while the others in the family
accompany her.

“I used to love her music when I
was a kid,” Lorenzo recalled. “I
wanted to learn Spanish really
well, and she said, “The best way to
learn is to sing the old songs.’ So
she taught me.”

Pursued two careers

In time, Lorenzo, who is di-
voreed, pursued two careers while
rearing Lorencito and an older
son, Javier.

As an educator with a doctorate
from the University of San Fran-
cisco, he served as an administra-
tor with the Jefferson County
schools, resxgmng in 1990 to study
law.

Concurrently, he became promi-
nent musically, performing with
groups ranging from Mariachi Al-
egre to Lakewood’s Rocky Moun-
tain Symphony.

During 1975-76, he traveled
throughout Colorado and surround-
ing states, teaching music as an
artist in resxdence under the aus-
pices of the National Endowment
for the Arts.

As part of his work, he coordi-
nated a week-long Pueblo work-
shop that drew folk artists from
throughout the United States, as
well as from Spain and Mexico.

Began collecting violins
“After that,” he said, “I wanted
to focus on music native to us, in-
stead of playing flamenco or Mexi-
can folk music.”
He began collecting antique vio-

In 1979, Lorenzo
orgamzed his family
asa performing
group devoted to the -

old songs and

dances

lins, which he and his family play. -
One is a court instrument from
18th century France. -
Meanwhile, he studied with the
late Victor Cérdenas, a celebrated
Denver musician who had taped
many of the ancient New Mexican
songs. .
In 1979, Lorenzo organized his
family as a performing group de-
voted to the old songs and dances. |
He has scored more than 100 such
songs, often in collaboration with
another musician, Jennie Baca.
Their work is on file in the ar-
chives of Albuquerque’s University
of New Mexico. .

On a light schedule

Normally, the Trujillo perform- - -
ers are busy year-round, especxally
on weekends. But they are follow- -
ing a light schedule until July, =
when Lorenzo will take exams to
be admitted to the Colorado bar.

Lorencito, an award—wmmng vi- -
olinist, wants a career in music,
and he said he will seek to pre-
serve the ancient songs. ~

His cousm, Melissa, who plans to
be a marine biologist, shares his
desire to keep the tradltmnal mu=
sic alive.

For more information about the
group, call




